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A book made in remembrance of the 111th anniversary of the Department of Highways.
A book guided, neither by tables of content nor page numbers, but by stories.
A book gathered artists of various fields to lead readers through the clockwise journey

A book readers portraying international bridges as destinations,
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Si Ayutthaya Road, formerly known as “Thanon
Duang lawan”, was built in 1898, during the reign
of King Chulalongkorn (Rama V), along with Dusit
Palace and the other roads that surround the
palace. Covering the length of Ratchaprarop Road
to Chao Phraya river bank, the road’s name, Duang
lawan (lit. meaning The Sun), is derived from
a Chinese ceramics design featuring sunrise ovel
S one of the most popular collectio

that era. Later, on February 16,1919, during the reign
of King Vajiravudh (Rama VI), His Majesty changed
the name of the roads, from their former Thanon
Duang Tawan Nok, Thanon Duang Tawan Nai, and
IThanon Duang Tawan Na, into "Si Ayutthaya".
Ihe name is a reminder of his former royal title
“Krom Khun Thep Dvaravali” (Prince of Dvaravati),
that refers to Prince of Ayutthaya Kingdom.
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Known as the celestial designer of the universe, Lord
Vishwakarma is the master creator of magnificent
palaces, divine weapons, and splendid vehicles for
gods and goddesses. His legends and his enduring
influence on art, architecture, and craftsmanship
have also led to his worship among Thai engineers,
architects, craftsmen, and artists who seek divine
guidance and inspiration in their respective fields.
Lord Vishwakarma is typically portrayed in a
meditative pose with one leg folded, carrying a
craftsman’s tool in one hand.
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In the name of His Majesty King Ananda Mahidol, Ways Division, in accordance with the Royal Decree
amending the Organization of Ministries, Sub-Ministries and Departments Act B.E. 2484, was promoted
Lo Department of Ways, as a government agency — originally within the Department of Public and Municipal Works,
the Ministry of Interior — within the Ministry of Transport. Despite its establishment as a department within
the Ministry of Transport, the Department of Ways had not had its own office until 12 November B.E. 2491, when
the department moved from its previous location within the Office of the Department of Public and Municipal
Works located at Phan Fa Lilat Bridge, to its current office on Rama VI Road. Phaholyothin Building, the Office
of the Department of Highways on Si Ayutthaya Road, was inaugurated on the Friday 4" of June B.E. 2498.
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These photos portray various lifestyles and occupations of people commuting along
Si Ayutthaya Road in the mornings of the bustling city. The beginning of the 8.00 a.m. series
took place on a regular morning while | was crossing a bridge, on my way to work. | looked
down upon the street, and was struck by the sights of people sitting, napping, and cramming
in the back of pickup trucks. Those sights — the vivid colors of clothing, tools, equipment, and
even utensils — created such fascinating pictures of life. Later, | went out and photographed

those pickup-truck passengers every morning

It showed me how the same objects, photographed at the same time every day, can create

different stories.
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PHOTO COURTESY OF THE LEO BAECK INSTITUTE
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The Department of Highways opere

being accountable for the

National highways funct nnecting regions, provinc

and other important c sified according to
one-to-four-digit highway numbering

Motorv are high-capacity highw

ys designed for high speed traffic,

cC

necting Bangkok to outlying regions

Concession highways are highways, for which a legal government concession

been granted, and are registered as such
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12 ROUTES ASEAN HIGHWAY IN THAILAND
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AH2digit are both Asian Highway and ASEAN Highway
AH3digit are only ASEAN Highway
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NARATHIWA

As a city, Su-ngai Kolok grew from its location in the heart of

the area along the railway station, into scattering communities
along Kolok River. Multi-purpose old buildings and modern ones
both residential and commercial, lined the riverbanks alongside
local households. Large communities mostly located along

the river, as life and water are inseparable
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The first Thai - Malaysian friendship bridge (Kolok Bridge

known as Rantau Panjang - Su-ngai Kolok Bridge, is Thailand’s firs!
friendship bridge, crossing Kolok River at the Malaysia - Thailanc

border. Connecting Rantau Panjang in Kelantan, Malaysia, w

District in N

Malaysian friendship bridge, located south of the adjacen
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“Su-ngai Kolok District” v
Sub-district, Su-ngai Padi

merely a wilderness in Puyok

The wilderness earned the district its “Jantulee Forest” nickname
among the locals, before being changed to Su-ngai Kolok

vhile Kolok
means ‘curvy’ in Malay). Some locals might refer to the district as

meaning ‘curvy

iver’ in Malay (Su-ngai means ‘rive

‘Machete River’ (due to Kolok as a noun meaning a kind of mac

widely used by

Transportation brought outstanding growth and prosperity to

Su-ngai Kolok District. Through its own Thailand’s southernmost

/ line

changed to Hig y 42 of Pattani - Narathiwat

057 connecting with Malaysia

through the Thai - Malaysian friendship bridge in Su-ngai Kolok and
Waeng districts, Su-ngai Kolok fully developed into Thailand’s
southern economic hub, featuring the East’s largest cross-border

trade hub
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Lying amid San Kala Kiri Mountain range, “Waeng district” was resourceful
and abundant; and offered a widely interconnected area to adjacent locations.
Despite their natural assets, the district had lacked quality transport routes,
as evidenced in an excerpt from Waeng Teerak (meaning the beloved

Waeng), a literature work of Chababan (Dr. Kwandee Atawawutchai), in which

the protagonist, “Noy”, referred to her parents’ decision to move as, “The pier

by the canal connects with the main road that leads to Buketa border. Villagers

nearby go into town using the road. If we move there, we will be able to sell

groceries in town. | will also get to buy town products and sell them along with
other groceries in the shop.”

It was not until Higt

vay 4057

5 developed that the route from “Su-ngai
Kolok” to “Buketa” became both physical and spiritual connection of people
from both sides

Following its predecessor, Kolok River Bridge in Su-ngai Kolok, the second

Thai - Malaysian friendship bridge in Waeng District, Narathiwat Prov

ce,

came along as the result of Highway 4057 acting as the main route connecting
Su-ngai Kolok to Waeng Districts.

Originally a vast wilderness, the “beloved Waeng” was developed into
community, and eventually, a town, held together by the stories of people’s
lives woven through the networks of routes
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to my first visit to Narathiwat in May 2003, | was full of questions
and misunderstandings. Exposed to general ne: erages of
daily attacks and violences, | was unable to imagine the livelihood of

cals amid such circumstances. | wa: t ven wrong
Narathiwat and the t aught an important
lesson of the clash betwee ion and reality to the thirty-ish-

vhat they
tion of the

the one-sided news cove
asitturned out, the residents lived in 99% normalcy. My photography
was intended reminder of the lesson; and as a record of
v, despite 20 years of ongoing violence, lives, full of human

emotions of happiness, sadness, fear, and even courage, still go on
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Built and operated by Thai Department of Highways and Malaysian
Public Works Department using a shared budget of 90 Million Baht
within a year, the second Kolok River Bridge connecting Ban Buketa
in Lochut Sub-district, Waeng District, Narathiwat province with Bukit
Bunga in Kelantan, Malaysia, is part of a project under the Indonesia -
Malaysia - Thailand Growth Triangle, as well as the strategic
development of Thai - Malaysian borders. The construction of the bridge
commemorated the 50" anniversary of Thai - Malaysian diplomatic
relations
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Our journey around the world was not only about cycling,
as it opened our eyes and led us to explore our feelings
upon experiencing the unexpected. We learned that there
is no ending to an adventure or a journey, only a beginning

Charoen and Orawan Othong, the bicyclistambassadors
and co-writers of the two books: “Cycling Your Dream

2,000 Days around the World”, and “Bicycle World”
The Thai couple is the first cyclists to complete the journey
around the world, investing 6 years across 6 continents
in over 43 countries. Their starting point was at Sadao

border in Songkhla Province, Thailand.
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HIGHWAY 4
PHE TKASEM ROAD

The National Highway Number 4 was named “Phet Kasem” to
honor Luang Phet Kasemwithisawasdi (Tham Phetkasem), formerly
the seventh director deputy general of the State Highways
Department in B.E. 2464. Luang Phet Ke

withisawasdi was

the royal scholar of the State Railway Department (now State

Railway of Thailand). He studied civil engineering in England,

returned to work for the State Railway Department, and was

transferred to the State Highways Department

Upon its completion in B.E. 2493, the road was named under the
policy of the government of Major General Por Phibunsongkhram
who named the road after the chief engineer who supervised

the construction and gave the instructions

The National Highway Number 4, as the main transport artery in
the southern region, connects Bangkok to Sadao district (Thailand
Mala

Number 4 marks it as Thailand’s longest highway

a border). The 1,310.554-kilometer stretch of Highway

and road, which

begins at Wongwian Yai, and ends at Sadao District in Songkhla
with Bukit Kayu Hitam, the
/sia in the north, Highway Number 4 is part

Province in the South. Conne

of Kedah (Syburi), Male
of Asian Highway 2 and ASEAN Highway 123

Being the main transport artery from the country’s capital to the
southern region along the railway lines and coastlines of the Gulf
of Thailand and the Andaman Sea, the National Highway named
Phet Kasem” becomes the heart of all kinds of transportation

connecting people, communities, and countries
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PHANGNGA

Scenic curves and turns of Phet Kasem Road of 223 kilometers in
length along the coastline, as well as through the lush foliage, that cut
through Takua Pa District, Phang-Nga Province, mark the province
as one with the longest National Highway Number 4.
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RANONG

Despite being a small-sized proy

ince, Ranong is charming and rich with

picturesque destinations, many of which locate along Hig

/No.4, offering

free access to those commuting the Phang Nga - Ranong route through N

District. Among many other extraordinary destinations, Grass Hill, also knc

as Bald Hill, stands out as the treeless hill that will be covered in lush green

grass once the rain comes
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CHUMPHON
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Flying 45 is the song by Ham - Tanid Sintaratana (also known as Rhizome), portrayed as a memoire of
d journey through lush rural provinces.The song, recorded by LOLAY Th esak Srithongde
s to paint the elaborate picture of a car engine being ed, the car lunging ahea
dometer cranking up, right into the anti-climatic moment of reaching the destination at dawn

along the Highway Route 37 (Cha-am - Pran Buri Bypass)
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TRAR I A pi 2

HIGHWAY 37
BYPASS ROAD

Built to lessen traffic congestion in the cities, bypass roads allow
drivers to bypass the cities without being caught in their traffic.

Highway Number 37 bypass, covering Cha-am District in
Phetchaburi, as well as Hua Hin and Pran Buri Districts in Prachuap
Khiri Khan, begins at the Cha-am highway.

KM.187+682 of Highway Number 4 (Phet Kasem Road), located
in Khao Yai Subdistrict of Cha-am, Phetchaburi Province, provides
a route to the South that ends at the Wangyao interchange.

KM.237+009 of Highway Number 4 (Phet Kasem Road), located
in Khao Noi Subdistrict of Pran Buri, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province.
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HUA HIN

PRAN BURI
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Hua Hin and Pran Buri are both Districts of Prachuap Khiri Khan Province.
While Hua Hin becomes increasingly popular as a holiday destination,
Pranburi is becoming known for its peace and scenic nature.

Despite their differences,

The two districts share the never-fading charm —

Yet to be discovered by travelers.
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...From Hua Hin to Pran Buri, the charm never fades.

Once, there was no physical perimeter separating Hua Hin from Pran Buri.
Serving as the gateway to the eastern sea of Southern Thailand,

Hua Hin has long been the favorite seaside retreat for Thais.

Nevertheless, changes occurred, naturally.

In residential and transport areas, particularly, both within Hua Hin and its vicinity.
Addressing the changes, more roads were built to accommodate the travel to Pran Buri.
Constantly growing with natural blessings,

Hua Hin is the top-of-mind destination for travelers in need of vacation.
Regardless of physical boundaries, Hua Hin still draws visitors back —

Towards the unforgettable loving memories of the place.
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PRACHUAP KHIRI KHAN







Sky is where birds glide, while
Oceans are where fish travel.
Birds propel with wings, while
Fish swish their tail to move
through water.

Regardless of where and how,
creatures share common goal
of moving forward:

Survival.
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WONGWIAN YAI

Home to the statue of King Taksin, Wongwian Yai is a large roundabout in Thon Buri District of Bangkok,
where four major roads meet. The four roads are:
Prajadhipok Road — The road leads to Maha Chai Road, towards Phra Nakhorn side, connected through the Memorial Bridge.
Phet Kasem Road — The road leads to the southern side of Bangkok, as well as towards the South of Thailand.
Lat Ya Road — The road connects Charoen Nakhon Road to Somdet Chao Phraya Road.
Somdet Phrachao Taksin Road — The road connects Suk Sawat, Dao Khanong, and Rama Il Roads.

- g S S
el ufifeemezususmuarssdanifanszidinndunmss
wasiluaeBeuiows 4 aneaussauiuluiuniansuyi ngammnasnuas liun
auutlszangin dandlumsienszuns Faznunnsiduqadiense ieselldiauusm e
e oo o g s .
aumsinea sfanlilnnangammwe 2918 uazifludunniiteaannaldeeddnedon
DUUANAVAN [TaNAenUETUATLATDLUANIFAIE NIz
AUUANIGANTZIANNAY [ToNsenUUATATAR A1IATUEY LAZ WITIIH 2













BANGKOK

KRUNGTHEPMAHANAKHON
AMONRATTANAKOSIN
MAHINTHARAYUTTHAYA
MAHADILOKPHOP
NOPPHARATRATCHATHANIBURIROM
UDOMRATCHANIWETMAHASATHAN
AMONPHIMAN AWATANSATHITI
SAKKATHATTIYAWITSANUKAMPRASII

NPUNNNNIUAT aNITUINAUNS NRUNIIEEEN NAANAN

unimiastFang gansnatinAinmaniu ansisuaannsain anneiaRedsnnssuilssans




BHIBUYA

PHETCHABURI ROAD

LI
=
-







=z

[ T o
wivimeiauie s o
















PHRA PHUTTHAYOTFA BRIDGE




In addition to being Chakri Memorial Day, the 6" of April B.E. 2475
marked the inauguration of the Memorial Bridge. Connecting
the transportations in both Phra Nakhon and Thon Buri, the bridge
opened business opportunities between both sides.

Made according to the Insignia of King Rama VII, the design of
the Memorial Bridge was of an extraordinary shape of an arrow,
with the head pointing towards Thon Buri. The bridge’s structure
was outstandingly modern, with the steel body of 229.76-meter
length, 16.68-meter width, and a 7.50-meter height above the
high flood level
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HIGHWAY 32

Many things to many sectors, Highway No.32, the 150.545 -
kilometer Bang Pa-In - Luang Por O Junction route, provides
a shorter and faster way from Bangkok to Northern Thailand.
It belongs to the Asian Highway Network’s AH1 and AH2 and the
Kunming - Bangkok Expressway.
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Friendship Bridge. Going be

bridge, the Friendship Bridge is a way of life — reflecting the beauty

in culture, tradition, and beliefs that centered on people of many

empathy, and paints the picture shared

goal of friendship

anqaEusulluwdunie nsdsessdseslallfunisifunie

nadaulvnjidiugiuiGand: ennausdaan Aawinan cmdne
a4, . 5 va A o .

Anuanefissndnenng funwagiauaaaianiseiinlauldng

fuiFessafinena1aeanly wmsizdunieaedindansgauny

o oo

R .
WenAaslAudtuanna

aruinsnawlng - Wloun wied 1 daeauanadiiugues
FoanalszmAlifaauiuuiiy naeasuiinsimmaisle
Tudusing 4 Taaiewzfnunsfuaznisasuudnnmauauiil
LLu’JIﬁNQQ%u'ﬂEi’Nm"ﬂLﬂ@Q

- Xy ey - - \
g anenhittvadweg Waznulinsnmine - e widi 1
y o ‘ dgr
iy ez azwuwiilfidunnndndunailddyasilanes
fau winusiduatineediaifewinnmiudenny uazasiou
iiulivpnnuenaesimusssn Ussind afinanuidesecdan
wanuaneaneiug 7t ldlastn

.‘ 5 . :
vuazniigenladlineasandainlidiudwasidiue diugiu
v xad o aod e da
uaziu nlaZeiu vwdunneesdauiasnidauasniuidl
qauEnglaenaszaiue ‘Aiuiednsniw









HIGHWAY 12

Highway No.12 serves as the main route connecting Northern to
East - Northern Thailand. The 793.391-kilometer route begins at the
Thai - Myanmar Friendship Bridge, Mae Sot District, Tak Province,
and ends at Mueang Mukdahan District, Mukdahan Province.
Targeted by a government scheme to function as an East - West
economic corridor connecting Mawlamyine, Myanmar, to Da Nang,
Vietnam, Highway No.12 belongs to the Asean Highway Network’s
AH1 and AH16 — connecting four ASEAN countries
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Crossing over the Moei/Thaungyin River, the Thai - Myanmar
Friendship Bridge 2 does not only connects inter-country trans-
portation, but also functions as the main artery of the national
highways in response to the Mae Sot economic corridor and the

Myawaddy Trade Zone.
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TRAFFIC CHANGEOVER TYPICALLY USED TO REFER TO A LANE SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED TO
FACILITATE DIFFERENT DIRECTIONAL USAGE OF DIFFERENT TRAFFIC SYSTEM IN DIFFERENT COUNTRIES.



, the Thai-Myanmar

Boasting Thai signature architectur
or to Thailand.

Friendship Bridge 2 is the welcoming first d
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Unlike with humans, roads and highways
are not needed by other creatures to reach
destinations, which is why...

There was no trace of civilization left

on their behalf —

Only relics and remains left behind.
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Officially launched on December 11, 2013, the Fourth Thai - Lao

Friendship Bridge (Chiang Khong - Houayxay) crea po:

otential of border trade
|

economic impact through greater p

The connected routes cater to the demands of re

t sectors, as

well as of Thai, Lao, and Chinese (Yunnar

) consumers. In addition,

the routes accommodate the compliance of international freight

regulations, as well as the efficient shipment through cr ocking

facility in Chiang Khong
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Uniting Mekong River cultures, the borders of Thailand and

the Lao People’s Democratic Republic are well-designed to

accommodate commuters, and display local signature art and
architecture through borders, building structures, the Fourth Thai -
Lao Friendship Bridge (Chiang Khong - Houayxay), and sculptures

that speak volumes of Thai and Laos identities.
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GOING BEYOND RACIAL LIMITATIONS - TOWARDS UNITY.
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The ‘Mekong River's v of life’ originates in China and streams

through many countries — nourishing people in the regions

cul

incorporating legends, g traditions and cultures, as well as

uniting people of different ethnicities along the river routes.
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R3A
R3B

The R3 economic road connecting the three countries

are divided into two routes:

One is the R3A connecting Thailand, Laos, and China,
while another, the R3B, connects Thailand, Myanmar, and China.
Both routes meet at Chiang Rung, and continue to Kunming,

the capital city of Yunnan Province in China.
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Ne only travel

...Our life isn’t as urgent as we think it to be
to discover something for ourselves. The discovery would

only come once we slow down. |, myself, believe that the

we get, the more aexperience

Yutthapum Pib 5 ‘The Backpack Car

is the first Thai to dri 1d to the Everest's Base

Camp - the final doc essible by car.
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CHIANG RAI
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PHAYAO

Phayao province houses the large moon crest-shaped lake locally
referred to as “Kwan Phayao” — the word “Kwan” in Thai dialects
meaning “lake”. Being the biggest freshwater Lake in Northern
Thailand and the fourth biggest in Thailand, Kwan Phayao
originates from 18 streams, covers an area of 12,831 rai, and
is home to over 50 species of freshwater fish.
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HIGHWAY 1
PHAHONYOTHIN ROAD

Originally called “Prachathipat Road”, Phahonyothin Road or
Highway 1, Bangkok - Mae Sai route, was renamed Phahonyothin
Road on December 10, 1950, in honor of General Phraya Phahol
Pholphayuhasena (formerly Phot Phahonyothin), the second Prime
Minister of Thailand and one of the heads of the 1932 revolution.

In 1936, Phahonyothin Road had reached only to Don Mueang, but
was later extended on June 24, 1940, to continue into Lop Buri,
and finally Lampang and Chiang Rai.

In Bangkok, Phahonyothin Road begins at the Victory Monument
in Ratchathewi District and crosses Phaya Thai, Chatuchak, Bang
Khen, Don Mueang, and Sai Mai Districts before continuing up
north into Pathum Thani Province, and on through Phra Nakhon
Si Ayutthaya, Saraburi, Lop Buri, Chainat, Nakhon Sawan,
Kamphaeng Phet, Tak, Lampang, Phayao and finally Chiang Rai,
ending in Mae Sai District, with a total length of 1,005 km.
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s of the Chao Phraya River, the

at Doi Thuai in the Dae

1, it forms the Chao Phraya River

Llﬂlyim’lelﬁ’wﬁnﬂmﬂﬁxmﬁiwtl uasifuililugesusithiiussay
sufhuuithd ez waiils Inaagluguianszudnsiiomnauu
sefunanfifinaniiuieziuan ﬁﬁuﬁmqﬁmmﬁmmqluéﬁmﬂ
Feanne demdodoclua luaamieldiiudaniasyu soufu
wiihsemgunerunnn fmdannn Tuaadl s marumanes
udussufLLtTiTs e emAsaassd damdauasanssd
ummnamﬁ”lﬂLﬂum’uﬁnﬁmmmLmﬁﬁﬁwwnm wsithilefiansens
A 658 Alatuns










L

Ty |
i




st LT ) |'!-'F'1'

NAKHON SAWAN

Dechatiwong Bridge is a bridge across the Chao Phraya River
located on Paholyothin Road at kilometre 340 before entering the
central area of Nakhon Sawan Province. It was builtin 1942 by the
highway department, to follow by the open ceremony held in 1950
by Major Mom Luang Kri Dechatiwong, the chief of the highway.
The bridge has now become one of the most important bridges
of Thailand in travelling to the northern part. It is also one of the
most beautiful sightseeing views for admiring the two-color river.
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Field Marshal Plaek Phibunsongkhram, during his time as the Minister

on of Tl

March 28, 1937
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VICTORY MONUMENT

Victory Monument is in Ratchathewi District, northeast of central Bangkok,
at the center of a traffic circle in the intersection of Phahonyothin, Phaya Thai and Ratchawithi roads.
Being Bangkok's important transportation hub, the monument houses many public transport stations,
such as bus stations available located around the monument;
as well as the BTS Skytrain Green Line around Mo Chit, Saphan Mai, and Khu Khot stations.
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SAPHAN KHWAI
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SAPHAN MA|

Saphan Mai is a marketplace and neighbourhood in north Bangkok

chiefly in the Anusawari Subdistrict, Bang Khen District and part of
Khlong Thanon Subdistrict, Sai Mai District. The Saphan Mai area
covers two sides of Phahonyothin Road for about three kilometres from
the south, Anusawari Lak Si Circle, to north, Saphan Sukoranakhaseni,
a bridge that spans Khlong Song or Khlong Thanon and connects
Bang Khen, Sai Mai, and Don Mueang Districts. The name Saphan

Mai locally means ‘new bridge’
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PATHUM THANI
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HIGHWAY 21
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and connects Thailand’s central provinces to Phetchabun and

Loei Provinces. The route starts at Phu Khae, Saraburi Province,

and ends at Loei Province with the total of 412.874 km in distance.
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ASEAN
INTERSECTION

Highway 12 crosses Highway 21 at ASEAN intersection in
Lomsak District, Phetchabun Province. The significance of
two highways crossing to create four more ASEAN routes
mark the intersection as the strategic transportation hub
for both Thailand and ASEAN.

The intersection is a part of Road Network’s East-West

Economic Corridor and Northeastern Economic Corridor.
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CANVAS ACRYLIC COLORS LINE AND DOTS




Humans, on the other hand, beg to differ...

What makes humans what they are is road constructions.

Up the hills, along the coasts, and down the streams,

Humans are capable of building bridges across crevices and cliffs,
as well as over churning water.

Similarly, humans build roads and bridges to overcome obstacles,

To bring their own kind to destinations, either mere refuges,
or permanent homes.
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ASYMMETRICAL LANDSCAPE REFERS TO HAVING A LANDSCAPE
THAT DOES NOT MIRROR THE OPPOSITE SIDE OF THE AREA.
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came the Hueang River in the morning of Tha Li District,

the transborder stream flows calmly and steadily. De

the shroud of mist interfering the lush green of the mountains
ming —
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The most icon S san (Northeastern Thailand)

with a cab in the Among them, th orful Skylab samlors an immediate hit. The engi

ricycles look Inique and “ou thig world” the Y Wn ¢ Skylab
Jnited States st space station, Skylab, came crashing down to earth. Skylab samlors were ) nted
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Thailand and the Lao Peop Democratic Republic (Lao PDR)
share history, friendship, and 1,810 kilometers-long boundaries of

11 provinc ext to each other.
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THAILAND-LAOS FRIENDSHIP BRIDGE 1 NONGKHAI







Every experience, little or great, is a journey.

Tourists and travelers alike, we all go out into the world to discover,

recharge, and experience. We all think the world of this world

the boundless space full of people and destinations awaiting to

be found.

Despite the nice touch of authenticity derived from traveling across
the Mekong River to the Lao PDR by boats and rafts, the presence
of Nong Khai - Vientiane bridge is truly facilitating and timesaving

In addition to being the first bridge across the lower Mekong,

the amazing bridge features the gauge railway line in the middle

straddling the narrow central reservation

yniszaunisalliddnindlng Aensidunig

G A a4 s B T TV

inviesfigavdedniAunie unneedn 2 ddleduieniu fe
v e e

nnausiesnseenluanamerlsunsedte mfands waguilud

)
! .
unFdndn waldldlduasiivifeadszaunisaiunlanluilyls

o va . Y, o )
qnfiga wnidndnlanluiiiuanenn fedauudafiqananesiie
el linuiaaigun

Y ,
Aauailaznudiuusiinles azdwlilidls gui.an AdeddEe
duw ufiaglfranAvesniniunie ualedazniuvuasane -
Aeedund despaniudnazaanuazanaiaunisliunn dafly
‘ . @ aoa Yo
aznnuusisusndralasuanuuanaafiaanuuylfiniesalv
X ‘ Ly
agnanaznmiteldsalvlitaiudaei Amazing eauldan












| have had my fair share of crossing international bridges, but
my most impressive one is the First Thai - Lao Friendship Bridge
n Nong Khai. After 52 days, over 1500 kilometers, across two
continents, and through 16 countries, my train journey from Hua
Lamphong to London brought me to my beloved Mekong River
n Lao PDR. Crossing this bridge had brought home, the feeling
that the journey has really begun.

ks the thirtieth anniversary of the First Thai - Lao

This year ma

Friendship Bridge — thirty years of continuing development
Nowadays, traveling and transportation are made simpler, more

systematic, and universal

| wouldn't believe it, myself, if | haven’t seen it with my own eyes,
that merely brick and mortar could have contributed to become
today’s national destination, as well as international landmark

along Mekong River
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BUENG KAN

Ground Breaking Ceremony on Friday 28 October 2022, the
-Lao Fr

Bolikhamxai) symbolizes friendship and t
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All roads lead to people.

People become communities.
Communities combine into cities.

The same roads introduce people of

the communities to the outside world.
Roads, apparently, are not limited to

only the bare minimum of survival.

[hey also bring about journeys, discoveries,
and experiences.

Unlike with other creatures,

roads lead humans to unique destinations.
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The Mekong giant catfish is native to the Mekong basin in Southeast
Asia and adjacent China. The fish’s natural range reached from
the lower Mekong in Vietnam all the way to the northern reaches
of the river in the Yunnan Province of China.

Fish live primarily in the main channel of the river, where the water
depthis over 10 meters, for their hiding benefits. Originally exclusive
to Mekong River, the giant catfish can sometimes be found in
several the Mekong's tributaries: the Songkhram River in Nakhon
Phanom Province, the Mun River in Ubon Ratchathani Province,
and the Nam Ngum River in Vientiane Province, Laos.

Dubbed “Queen of Mekong River”, the giant catfish also has a
Chinese name called “the Zhuge Liang fish”. The nickname took after
atale of when the famous Zhuge Liang of the Three Kingdoms turned
a sausage into the giant catfish to feed the starving army at war.
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LIFE AT LARGE HAPPENS ALONG
THE RIVER - PEOPLE
STRUGGLING AND MAKING
ENDS MEET BY THE RIVER.

WRITTEN BY ASANEE POLAJAN
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The third Thai - Lao Friendship Bridge (Nakhon Phanom -
Khammouane) is a part of the ASEAN Highway or AH15, connecting
Udon Thani, Sakon Nakhon, Nakhon Phanom in Thailand with

Thakhek in Laos, and Vinh and Quang Binh in Vietnam
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The Vietnamese Memorial Clock Tower was built by the Vietnamese
war refugees who fled to Thailand to take refuge. The residents of
Nakhon Phanom welcomed these refugees with great hospitality.
Before leaving Thailand, the Vietnamese community built this clock
tower to act as a departing gift to show their gratitude towards
the Thai locals. The clock tower is situated right in the main area of

Nakhon Phanom province —accessible through Highway No. 212
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HIGHWAY 22
NITTAYO ROAD

Original referred to as the National Highway - Udon Thani - That
Na Weng - Nakhon Phanom route” , the Nittayo Road was named

auri

the time of Field Marshal Plaek Phiboonsongkrram to

honor Sophon Nittayo —the former engir f Chum Phae highway

district. A part of the AH15, the road runs 556 kilometers from

Udon Thani Province, crossing over the Third Thai - Lao Friendship

Bridge towards Loa PDR to end at Vinh in Vietham
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The Second Thai - Lao Friendship Bridge over the Mekong
akhet

connects Mukdahan vince in Thailand with S nl

av aos

dge runs 1600 kilometers, and is part of the d

opment

of transport routes under Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS). It

y (Vietnam), across the Mekong

1 and the west at the

Thai - Myanmar border at Mae Sot District and Myawaddy and to

the end V myine C

of Myanmar.
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The universal gesture of placing hands, palms together, to the
forehead, to greet, pay respect, and bid farewell is familiar to both
Thais and Lao people.
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Manophirom Temple, located on the bank of the Mekong River,
at Ban Chanot, Chanot Subdistrict, near Manophirom beach
The ancient temple is a treasure trove of arts and crafts from
the vernacular architecture tradition. Combining excellent wood-
carving, glass inlay work and stucco, itis a very impressive example

of a folk temple in Mukdahan Province.
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Regardless of attributes and purposes,
all roads are built to serve humankind.
Roads are, in fact,

first drafts of dream or imagination.
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MUKDAHAN

The three significant Naga statues in the Mukdahan Province

The destination of blessing and the land of faith in Mekong Nagas,
Mukdahan Province has the three significant Nagas that represent
Land, River and Heaven. The wonder of the serpent trio is their

incidental location of 104 degree 43 minutes of the same longitude.

“Phaya Si Puchong Mukdanakkarat” represents land, and, thus,
grants abundance, stability, prosperity, and wealth.

“Phaya Anantanakharat” represents river, and, thus, grants serenity,
calmness, and smoothness

“Phaya Si Mukda Maha Muni Nilapala Nakharat” represents
heaven, and grants prosperity, growth, and career advancement.

HNAIUNT WEIUIA 3 Anw

HNANNT astlanenuviernngy funauusiiainaluwyiuna
‘llﬂleﬁ‘ﬂ%jN'LE’]T‘iN ANNUNTAAITEUBINGY LA 3 mﬁ'ﬁﬂqtﬁm%mq
uuumtﬁuafaﬁﬁmLﬁmﬁuﬁm’mm@ 104 8471 43 Auan fusaunu
winnyunn 3 finn dalniinduasasdiesynensltassandu

P - aa
“WOYIAINTIAYNATUIATIT — Wy WARY (UgRAAN)

ffupRAN @S “gananyTn] Tuae S9AT 1998”

)
“WoyRTUALIATIE — WEUUNALN (LNANATRAN)
fuARANNEe “suifiu faTu sLdu

o - =
“weyATENANTYETaLaIART” — gAY (@a9sARAW)
ffuARAN @S “1a3ty3eiEed Huln @ausLmle”



THUNG KULA
RONGHAI

i o
snanfedliidunsuawialug FRuidszum 2,000,000 13
5 s

a1nnUFTATaLAgNAUD 5 Aanda A Aawdafeudn FFaziny

gy o a ¥

Fund YSFud waznmansau Tuednvenandedilugguis iui

daulunjazutioudannn daulungeliazvaunnd Iinuauasly

dwdidn ladansnsovimaineasld ndsandildfinsimungu
v ¥ e i, P

uda vananFeslildnauiuwvaandndnovenuzanaAnyaes

a e % dad
dszma wasnaneifluginagunidde dusediny










SA KAEO

YASO

MAHA
SARAKHAM THON

BURI RAM
S1 SA KET

SURIN

ASEAN
HIGHWAY
121

The AH121 originates at the border of Lao
— a part of AH16, at the Second Thai - Lao
Friendship Bridge (Mukdahan-Savannakhet)
in Mukdahan Province; continues southward
along Highway 212 (Chayanggoon Road)
through Yasothon, Roi Et, Maha Sarakham,
Surin, and Buri Ram; and merges with the AH1
or Highway No. 33 in Sa kaeo Province at the
total of 458.5 kilometers.
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BURI RAM

Officially launched in 2012, the Chang Arena is in the Isan
Sub-districts, Mueang Buri Ram District, Buri Ram Province
The 150

for 500 cars and 1,000 motorcycles. The pitch is floodlit, allowing

e site has a capacity of 32,600 people with parking

for night matches. The stadium was recorded in Guinness World
Records that is the only FIFA-level football stadium in the world

with the lowest construction time in the world with 256 days
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SA KAEO

A part of the Phanom Dong Rak mountains in Sa kaeo Province
and taken after the tree with the same name, the Tako crevasse
has been used as transportation route between Thailand and
Cambodia.The natural route connects the residents of the highland
in northeastern Thailand with the watershed of Ton le sap in
Cambodia.

. - A4 v d e o .
daenzin iudounilaraadfianmmuunsdnluiuidmdngszuia
N E . o & d .
dudunidenszudnaguaunsugeluiuinianzusan
e

devnilesesdssinalnauasguanluiuiguunlauaaiy
dszinatuya Anngesdetundasnziniiazuiannsunsin
doe oy wam w

Fadwiuldftusu

NUNNAWUEURAUUNELAY 348 aneaiyszma -
o o 4
UN9DY YWTBNUUEULAT ludaunilsneadunig AH121






raRZL

bl W LR

AHI1

Asian Highway 1 (AH1) is the longest route of the Asian Highway
Network, running 20,557 km (12,774 mi) from Tokyo, Japan via
Korea, China, Southeast Asia, Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, and
Iran to the border between Turkey and Bulgaria west of Istanbul
where it joins end-on with European route E80, running all the way

to Lisbon, Portugal.

manassiad@ieaty 1 [AH1] Wwouufisnfigaluatedianimans
dneneide sraznnaiadu 12,845 lug (20,557 Alawmms) aanlaiien
o ' o o = o = 3 ia W oa, o
iy dunvd Au edeaziueani@edld (wiuiulug) Sude
drfanu dvnflaniu wazdusnu dugainei wazdaunie
Tnefldunissielinsiiansduanseandasiuys uiuqandugn
aaannanaaylsl E80






BANGKOK
STREET NOISE
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without even moving anything

rimental music bands playing
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Allowing humans to trot towards their dream
destinations, roads connect people, and encourage
learning curves that propel people to grow both inwardly
and outwardly.
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Being assigned the production of the DOH's 111-year photobook

by the DoH director-general Sarawut Songsivilai gave the working

team a roller coaster of feelings. Intrig and proud of being

i with the work, the sured by the me
ptofthein

otobook. Tl

as

ale of the job. Fortu

team decided

graphy centering around

ght artists for the
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