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ARE 
ALL 
AROUND



A book made in remembrance of the 111th anniversary of the Department of Highways.

A book guided, neither by tables of content nor page numbers, but by stories.

A book gathered artists of various fields to lead readers through the clockwise journey 

A book readers portraying international bridges as destinations,
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Si Ayutthaya Road, formerly known as “Thanon 

Duang Tawan”, was built in 1898, during the reign 

of King Chulalongkorn (Rama V), along with Dusit 

Palace and the other roads that surround the  

palace. Covering the length of Ratchaprarop Road 

to Chao Phraya river bank, the road’s name, Duang 

Tawan (lit. meaning The Sun), is derived from  

a Chinese ceramics design featuring sunrise over 

the sea motifs, one of the most popular collections in 

that era. Later, on February 16, 1919, during the reign 

of King Vajiravudh (Rama VI), His Majesty changed 

the name of the roads, from their former Thanon 

Duang Tawan Nok, Thanon Duang Tawan Nai, and 

Thanon Duang Tawan Na, into "Si Ayutthaya".  

The name is a reminder of his former royal title 

“Krom Khun Thep Dvaravati” (Prince of Dvaravati), 
that refers to Prince of Ayutthaya Kingdom.





The Department of Highways (DOH) has been serving the country for 111 long years, from 1912 to the current 2023. 

The DOH’s nationwide services focus on accommodating all transportations on the highways and maintaining 

the quality and safety of the highways.

Situated in Southeast Asia and interconnected with neighboring countries like Malaysia, the Lao People's  

Democratic Republic, Cambodia, and Myanmar, Thailand has become the regional’s transportation hub –  
providing seamless access through the support of the fifty-thousand-kilometer highways.

Hence, the 111th anniversary of the Department of Highways is worthy of a token of memorial – leading to  

the production of this brilliantly-made photobook.

Leveraging the relevant figures of the occasion, including the Department of Highways’ 111th service year  

in B.E. 2566, and the current 33rd director-general of the DOH, the photobook was consequently conceptualized  

on the double-digit idea. Consolidating the 6,666-kilometer ASEAN highways in Thailand and their 11 crossover  

bridges to the countries in vicinity, the photobook centers around the thematic. 

“Highways Are All Around”

Selected artists, writers, and travelers contributed to the making of the photobook according to their unique 

respective fields. Going through the photobook, readers are promised the picturesque and meaningful journeys,  

beginning at the DOH’s Bangkok Office towards the destinations of DOH’s supervised international bridges.  

The photobook takes readers on an exploring ride, from the first page right through the very last one. The overall  

journey, however, does not conclude on the final page of the book, as the works of the Department of Highways  

are actively ongoing, and subject to continuous development. 

Traveling plays a significant role in life. People generally focus on beginnings and destinations, and thus, take  

the journeys for granted. Reminding everyone that beautiful moments are as much to be seen along the way  

as at the destinations, the photobook presents inspiring journeys along the highways. Embarking on a journey  

along Thailand’s highways, regardless of modes of transportation, travelers of the inspiring journeys were  

touched by how the highways contributed to their success in reaching their goals.

Encouraging readers to enjoy the photobook at their own paces, we sincerely hope that, upon completion of  

either the photobook or the footage, the audiences will be fully embracing the idea that, “Highways are all around”, 

indeed.





Known as the celestial designer of the universe, Lord 

Vishwakarma is the master creator of magnificent 

palaces, divine weapons, and splendid vehicles for 

gods and goddesses. His legends and his enduring 

influence on art, architecture, and craftsmanship 

have also led to his worship among Thai engineers, 

architects, craftsmen, and artists who seek divine  

guidance and inspiration in their respective fields. 

Lord Vishwakarma is typically portrayed in a  

meditative pose with one leg folded, carrying a 

craftsman’s tool in one hand.







WOVEN WITH CARE TO CONNECT ALL DESTINATIONS THROUGH WEBS OF HIGHWAYS.
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Dated back centuries ago, Elephants were often used in long-distance transportation, and as work animals in road 

construction of later days by the Department of Highways. As transportation evolved, however, elephants were  

replaced by more innovative modes of transportation and construction instruments. It was not until after B.E. 2484 

that the emblem of the Department of Ways adopted the similar design with the current one: that of a howdah 

and a pair of ivories. Designed by Luang Dechatiwong Worawat (M.L. Kri Dechatiwong), the fourth Director of the 

Department of Ways, to reminisce the good old days of using elephants as work animals, the emblem represented 

the department, and was the prototype of today’s design.





The Department of Highways was established as a department on the first of April R.E. 131, equivalent to B.E. 2455. 

Prior to the establishment, there was merely the Department of Canal within the Ministry of Kasettrathikarn  

(early-day Ministry of Agriculture). Later, His Majesty King Vajiravudh (Rama VI), in accordance with the Royal 

Decree organizing civil services Act R.E. 131, instructed the termination of the Department of Canal, as well as its  

transformation to “Department of Ways” within the Department of Public Works, which was also changed to  

Ministry of Transport, itself. In B.E. 2495, Department of Ways became “Department of Highways of Thailand” and 

was eventually named “Department of Highways” in B.E. 2506. 



In the name of His Majesty King Ananda Mahidol, Ways Division, in accordance with the Royal Decree 

amending the Organization of Ministries, Sub-Ministries and Departments Act B.E. 2484, was promoted 

to Department of Ways, as a government agency – originally within the Department of Public and Municipal Works,  

the Ministry of Interior – within the Ministry of Transport. Despite its establishment as a department within  

the Ministry of Transport, the Department of Ways had not had its own office until 12 November B.E. 2491, when  

the department moved from its previous location within the Office of the Department of Public and Municipal  

Works located at Phan Fa Lilat Bridge, to its current office on Rama VI Road. Phaholyothin Building, the Office  

of the Department of Highways on Si Ayutthaya Road, was inaugurated on the Friday 4th of June B.E. 2498.













DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS
PHOTO : JETWICHAN CHAOWADEE







8.00AM
PHOTO : THAMARONG WANARITHIKUL







Logic will get you from A to B. 
Imagination will take you everywhere.

 ALBERT EINSTEIN



PHOTO COURTESY OF THE LEO BAECK INSTITUTE



HIGHWAY 3 DIGIT NUMBER 

HIGHWAY 2 DIGIT NUMBER 

HIGHWAY 1 DIGIT NUMBER 







BAN KHLONG LUEK CUSTOMS HOUSE – ARUNYAPRATHET – SA KAEO – KABINBURI – PRACHIN BURI – NAKHON NAYOK - HINKONG – 
BANGKOK – ANG THONG – SING BURI – CHAI NAT – NAKHON SAWAN – KAMPHAENG PHET – TAK – MAESOT CUSTOMS HOUSE

SADAO CUSTOMS HOUSE – KHLONGNGAE – KHOHONG – KUHRA – PHATTHALUNG – THUNGSONG – WIANG SA – CHAIYA – LAMAE – 
CHUMPHON – THA SAE – BANG SAPHAN NOI – PRACHUAP KHIRI KHAN – PRANBURI – CHA AM – PHETCHABURI – PAK THO – NAKHON PATHOM – 
BANGKOK – BANG PA IN – TAK – THOEN – LAMPANG – NGAO – PHAYAO – CHIANG RAI – MAESAI CUSTOMS HOUSE

THAILAND - LAOS  FRIENDSHIP BRIDGE 4 – CHIANGKHONG – TATALAD – HUADOI – CHIANG RAI

THAILAND - LAOS  FRIENDSHIP BRIDGE 1 – NONG KHAI – UDON THANI – NAMPHONG – KHON KAEN – BANPHAI – PHON – 
NAKHON RATCHASIMA – SIKHIO – MUAK LEK – SARABURI – HINKONG

BAN HUAI KON THAILAND AND LAOS BORDER CROSSING POINTS – NAN – PHRAE – DENCHAI – UTTARADIT – PHITSANULOK – SAM NGAM

THAILAND - LAOS  FRIENDSHIP BRIDGE 3 – NAKHON PHANOM – THAT NA WENG – PHANG KHON – SAWANG DAENDIN – UDON THANI

THAILAND - LAOS  FRIENDSHIP BRIDGE 2  –  MUKDAHAN – NONG SUNG – SOMDET – KALASIN – YANG TALAT – KHON KAEN – NAM NAO –
LOM SAK – BAN YAENG – WANG THONG – PHITSANULOK – SUKHOTHAI – TAK

THAILAND - MALAYSIA  FRIENDSHIP BRIDGE 1 – SUNGAI GOLOK – TAK BAI – NARATHIWAT – SAI BURI – PALAS – PATTANI – 
NONG CHIK – THEPHA – CHANA – HATYAI

PAKTHONGCHAI – KABINBURI – PLAENG YAO – LAEM CHABANG PORT – CHON BURI – BANGKOK

KLONG LOI – BANG SAPHAN

MUKDAHAN – YASOTHON – SUWANNAPHUM – PHAYAKKHAPHUMPHISAI – BURI RAM – NANG RONG – BAN SOM POI – BAN CHONG TA GO – SA KAEO 

BAN PHU NAM RON BORDER PASS – KANCHANABURI – NAKHON PATHOM – BANGKOK – SAMUT PRAKAN – CHON BURI – LAEM CHABANG – 
MAP TA PHUT – RAYONG – KLAENG – CHANTHABURI – TRAT – THAILAND AND CAMBODIA BORDER CROSSING POINTS

AH1

AH2

AH3

AH12

AH13

AH15

AH16

AH18

AH19

AH112

AH121

AH123

AH2digit are both Asian Highway and ASEAN Highway

AH3digit are only ASEAN Highway

12 ROUTES ASEAN HIGHWAY IN THAILAND



BANGKOK CITY MAP      PHOTO : KAROON JEAMVIRIYASATEAN [ZILLUSTATION]















NARATHIWAT



THAILAND - MALAYSIA  
FRIENDSHIP BRIDGE 1 [SUNGAI GOLOK BRIDGE]         
NARATHIWAT

PHOTO : WEERAPON SINGNOI [ FOTO_MOMO]
TEXT : CHUMSAK NARARATWONG











SU-NGAI KOLOK : NAKROB MOONMANAS



PHOTO : YOUTH SMILE



PHOTO : LEK-PRAPAI VIRIYAHPANT FOUNDATION  





TEXT & PHOTO : UNDERDOG.BKK 





THAILAND - MALAYSIA  
FRIENDSHIP BRIDGE 2 [BAN BUKETA BRIDGE]               
NARATHIWAT
PHOTO : JADSADA  INEAK [ICESTYLE]
TEXT : CHUMSAK NARARATWONG



SONGKHLA



THE ONLY JOY IS TO BEGIN, BEGIN YOUR DREAMS.





AS BEST AS ONE WOULD ABOUT THE POETRY OF THE OLDEST OF TIME.
WRITTEN BY CHIRANAN PITPREECHA

TRANG



HIGHWAY 4
PHETKASEM ROAD





KRABI

PHOTO : TEAW - PRASAGU 



PHANGNGA





RANONG

PHOTO : JADSADA  INEAK [ICESTYLE]





CHUMPHON



FLYING



HIGHWAY 37
BYPASS ROAD









TEXT & PHOTO: BHANU MANEEVATHANAKUL
    BUFFI13PHOTO

HUA HIN  
PRAN BURI











PR ACHUAP KHIR I  KHAN





Sky is where birds glide, while

Oceans are where fish travel.

Birds propel with wings, while

Fish swish their tail to move

through water.

Regardless of where and how,

creatures share common goal

of moving forward: 

Survival.



BHANU MANEEVATHANAKUL

CHAPTER 1

HUMAN  
ROAD  

BRIDGE



PHETKASEM ROAD

CHA-AM BEACH  
PHETCHABURI

DAMNOEN SADUAK FLOATING 
MARKET RATCHABURI



PHRA PATHOM CHEDI 
NAKHON PATHOM 

BANG KHAE BANGKOK

HIGHWAY 4 : TAWEECHOB PINTHONGOM NOI 
SAMUT SAKHON



WONGWIAN YAI

BANGKOK CITY AT NIGHT : DON AMATAYAKUL [DONAMTYKL]





LAT YA ROAD



SRINAK ARIN ROAD SILOM ROAD



KRUNGTHEPMAHANAKHON

AMONR AT TANAKOSIN

MAHINTHAR AYUT THAYA

MAHADILOKPHOP

NOPPHAR ATR ATCHATHANIBURIROM

UDOMR ATCHANIWE TMAHASATHAN

AMONPHIMAN AWATANSATHIT

SAKK ATHAT TIYAWITSANUK AMPR ASIT

BANGKOK



PHE TCHABURI  ROAD



R AMA I  ROAD



YAOWAR AT ROAD



SANAMCHAI  ROAD



ODEON TR AFFIC  CIRCLE ASOK MONTRI  INTERSECTION







PHR A PHUT THAYOTFA BRIDGE













HIGHWAY 32











THAILAND - MYANMAR 
FRIENDSHIP BRIDGE 1 
TAK
TEXT & PHOTO :  PHICHAI KAEWVICHIT







HIGHWAY 12

PHOTO : PHAKKAPOL DOKTIAN 









THAILAND-MYANMAR 
FRIENDSHIP BRIDGE 2 
TAK
PHOTO : DOF Sky | Ground 







TRAFFIC CHANGEOVER TYPICALLY USED TO REFER TO A LANE SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED TO 

FACILITATE DIFFERENT DIRECTIONAL USAGE OF DIFFERENT TRAFFIC SYSTEM IN DIFFERENT COUNTRIES.







THAILAND-MYANMAR FRIENDSHIP BRIDGE 2     TAK





Unlike with humans, roads and highways  

are not needed by other creatures to reach 

destinations, which is why…
There was no trace of civilization left  

on their behalf – 

Only relics and remains left behind.



BHANU MANEEVATHANAKUL

CHAPTER 2

HUMAN  
ROAD  

BRIDGE



Darkness 
makes us 
appreciate      
lights.







THAILAND - LAOS  
FRIENDSHIP BRIDGE 4                                                            
CHIANG RAI
PHOTO :  SONGKRAN WEERAPONG [13MAYSA]
TEXT : KANOKWAN MAISON [PAKWAN]











GOING BEYOND RACIAL LIMITATIONS -  TOWARDS UNITY.
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UNDER 
THE SAME SUN

MAENAM SAI BRIDGE 1 & 2                                                                                     
CHIANG RAI
TEXT & PHOTO : SIRIN MUANGMAN [SIRIN.M]





MAENAM SAI FRIENDSHIP BRIDGE 1
CHIANGRAI







CHIANG RAI





MAENAM SAI FRIENDSHIP BRIDGE 2   CHIANGRAI











PHAYAO



HIGHWAY 1
PHAHONYOTHIN ROAD





LAMPANG



TAK



KITTIKHACHON BRIDGE



TEXT : WIN NIMMAN 
[ROMANTICRAIPOET]





NAKHON SAWAN







LOPBURI



THEP SATRI CIRCLE - LOPBURI



TEXT  :  CHATRI PRAKITNONTHAKAN
PHOTO : SIRIN MUANGMAN [SIRIN.M]











DON MUEANG

PHOTO :  VER ARIT  VER ANONDH







VICTORY MONUMENT 



TEXT &  PHOTO: 
THANNOP AUT TAPUMSUWAN

Some places change over time, 

leaving only traces of memory behind.

Nothing lasts forever.

Time might take away existences, 

but remnants of experiences are subjective.

Individuals encounter different perception, 

awareness, and reflection – 

It is only a matter of time 

and circumstances, 

how those experiences transform 

into something meaningful, 

or wither away in the lapses 

of memories.

 



HIGHWAY NO.1 (PHAHONYOTHIN ROAD) PARALLELS WITH BTS’ GREEN LINE DURING N3 VICTORY MONUMENT STATION TO N23 YAEK KOR POR AOR STATION.  



SAPHAN KHWAI



SAPHAN MAI





PATHUM THANI



HIGHWAY 21



THERE ARE MANY TYPES OF JUNCTIONS. SOME LEADS US TO NEW CUTS OF ROAD. SOME MIGHT BRING US TO DEAD ENDS, WHILE OTHERS REUNITE AFTER PARTING WAYS.
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HIGHWAY 21 : SILWATAKA RAMYANANDA

CANVAS ACRYLIC COLORS LINE AND DOTS



Humans, on the other hand, beg to differ…
What makes humans what they are is road constructions.

Up the hills, along the coasts, and down the streams, 

Humans are capable of building bridges across crevices and cliffs, 

as well as over churning water.

Similarly, humans build roads and bridges to overcome obstacles,

To bring their own kind to destinations, either mere refuges, 

or permanent homes.



BHANU MANEEVATHANAKUL

CHAPTER 3

HUMAN  
ROAD  

BRIDGE



ASYMMETRICAL LANDSCAPE REFERS TO HAVING A LANDSCAPE 
THAT DOES NOT MIRROR THE OPPOSITE SIDE OF THE AREA.





NAM HUEANG 
FRIENDSHIP  BRIDGE                                                                   
LOEI
PHOTO :  PEASADE T COMPIR ANONT
[ HELLOHOLAPEA ]
TEXT :   WOR ATHEP AKK ABOOTAR A 







LOEI



PHOTO : INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION – ISS











HIGHWAY 211



DISTRICT

CHIANG KHAN



PROVINCE

NONG KHAI









THAILAND -  LAOS  
FR IENDSHIP  BRIDGE 1        
NONG KHAI
PHOTO :  PEER APAT WIMOLRUNGK AR AT
[ ADDCANDID ]



THAILAND - LAOS FRIENDSHIP  BRIDGE 1      NONGKHAI













RAY MACDONALD
ARTIST/TRAVELER















PICTURE : THE ROOF OF THE CEREMONIAL TENT.
PHOTO : PEERAPAT WIMOLRUNGKARAT
[ADDCANDID]

BUENG KAN











All roads lead to people.

People become communities. 

Communities combine into cities.

The same roads introduce people of 

the communities to the outside world.

Roads, apparently, are not limited to 

only the bare minimum of survival.

They also bring about journeys, discoveries, 

and experiences.

Unlike with other creatures, 

roads lead humans to unique destinations.



BHANU MANEEVATHANAKUL

CHAPTER 4

HUMAN  
ROAD  

BRIDGE



THAILAND - LAO PDR FRIENDSHIP  BRIDGE 3      NAKHONPHANOM





























THAILAND-LAOS  
FRIENDSHIP BRIDGE 3                                                  
NAKHONPHANOM
PHOTO : PIRAK ANURAKYAWACHON
[SPACESHIFT STUDIO]
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11 11









LIFE AT LARGE HAPPENS ALONG 

THE RIVER - PEOPLE

STRUGGLING AND MAKING 

ENDS MEET BY THE RIVER.

WRITTEN BY ASANEE POLAJAN









NAKHONPHANOM BORDER WEIGH STATION





HIGHWAY 212
CHAYANGKUN ROAD





NAKHON PANOM









MUEANG NAKHON PANOM : 
MUANGMON KEHAROME

HIGHWAY 22
NITTAYO ROAD





THAILAND - LAOS  
FRIENDSHIP BRIDGE 2                                                  
NAKHON PHANOM
PHOTO :  RUNGKIT CHAROENWAT













Regardless of attributes and purposes, 

all roads are built to serve humankind.

Roads are, in fact, 

first drafts of dream or imagination.



BHANU MANEEVATHANAKUL

CHAPTER 5

HUMAN  
ROAD  

BRIDGE
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THUNG KULA 
RONGHAI
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HIGHWAY 
121
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MUEANG MUKDAHAN

NIKHOM KHAMSOI

LOENG NOK THA

THAI CHAROEN

KUT CHUM

SAI MUN

MUEANG YASOTHON

PHANOM PHRAI

SUWANNAPHUM
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BURI RAM







ASIAN HIGHWAY 121
PHOTO : JEERASAK PANPIENSILP [JOEZ19]  

SA KAEO





AH1





THAILAND - CAMBODIA
FRIENDSHIP BRIDGE         
SA KAEO
PHOTO : JEDSADA JANTANAPAK

BANGKOK 
STREET NOISE 





ST YLISH NONSENSE



I PLAY ALONE
MAITIOY

BANKJORK
WET DREAMZ





Allowing humans to trot towards their dream 

destinations, roads connect people, and encourage 

learning curves that propel people to grow both inwardly 

and outwardly.



BHANU MANEEVATHANAKUL

FINAL CHAPTER

HUMAN  
ROAD  

BRIDGE
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